WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1- An implant for treating rectocele and/or prolapsus 
of the vaginal fornix, the implant presenting a structure 
that is thin and flexible, 

and comprising a support body from which there extend 
at least: 

- two upper suspension stabilizers which are disposed 
on either side of a sagittal plane and have longitudinal 
axes forming between them an angle greater than 45°; and 

- two lower suspension stabilizers disposed on either 
side of the sagittal plane. 

2. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the 
longitudinal axes of the upper stabilizers form an angle 
lying in the range 100° to 180°. 

3. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the angle 
lies in the range 115° to 170°. 

4. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the free 
ends of the upper stabilizers and of the lower stabilizers 
are directed downwards. 

5. An implant according to claim 4, wherein the 
longitudinal axes of the upper stabilizers form an angle 
greater than 180°, and preferably greater than 200°. 

6. An implant according to claim 4, wherein the upper 
stabilizers are arcuate. 

7. An implant according to claim 4, including two 
middle suspension stabilizers disposed on either side of the 
sagittal plane between the upper and lower stabilizers. 

8. An implant according to claim 7, wherein the ends of 
the upper stabilizer and of the middle stabilizer situated 
on the same side of the sagittal plane converge 
substantially towards a common point. 

9. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the 
longitudinal axes of the lower stabilizers form a non-zero 
angle between each other. 

10. An implant according to claim 9, wherein the angle 
is greater than 10°. 

11. An implant according to claim 9, wherein the angle 
lies in the range 10° to 75°. 



x 12 . An implant according to claim 9, wherein the angle 
lies in the range 100° to 180°. 

13. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the upper 
stabilizers present a length greater than 100 mm, and 
preferably greater than or equal to 120 mm. 

14. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the lower 
stabilizers present a length greater than 100 mm, and 
preferably greater than or equal to 120 mm. 

15. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the 
support body is substantially rectangular in general shape. 

16. An implant according to claim 15, wherein the 
support body presents a length lying in the range 60 mm to 
90 mm, and a width lying in the range 40 mm to 60 mm. 

17. An implant according to claim 15, wherein the lower 
stabilizers extend substantially from the lower corners of 
the support body. 

18. An implant according to claim 15, wherein the upper 
stabilizers extend substantially from the upper corners of 
the support body. 

19. An implant according to claim 15, wherein the lower 
stabilizers extend from two long sides of the support body. 

20. An implant according to claim 19, wherein each of 
the lower stabilizers extend at a distance from the top edge 
of the support body lying in the range 60% to 87% of the 
length of the support body. 

21. An implant according to claim 15, wherein the upper 
stabilizers extend from two long sides of the support body. 

22. An implant according to claim 1, wherein the 
implant body presents, in its upper region, at least two 
orifices for passing posterior stabilizers of an anterior 
prosthesis once the stabilizers have passed through the 
uterosacral ligaments . 

23. An introduction device for inserting an implant 
according to claim 1, the device comprising an introducer 
presenting a flexible structure and of shape analogous to 
that of the implant, and comprising: 

- a hollow body defining a cavity for receiving the 
support body of the implant; 
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- tubular straps extending from the hollow body and 
each defining a cavity for receiving a suspension stabilizer 
of the implant; 

- traction means extending from the end of each of the 
straps of the introducer; and 

- cut initiator means at least for the hollow body of 
the introducer. 

24. An introduction device according to claim 23, 
wherein the traction means comprise a semirigid needle for 
each tubular strap. 

25. An introduction device according to claim 23, 
wherein the cut initiator means comprise at least one 
opening for passing a cutting instrument. 

26. An introduction device according to claim 23, 
including an implant according to claim 1, disposed in the 
cavity of the hollow body and in the tubular straps. 

27. An introduction device according to claim 26, 
wherein the implant is loose inside the introduction device. 

28. An introduction device according to claim 23, 
further comprising an elongate perforator guide or trocar 
having one end for insertion into the body of the patient 
and having an opposite end provided with a handle. 

29. An introduction device according to claim 28, 
wherein the perforator guide is in the form of an arc in a 
plane . 

30. An introduction device according to claim 29, 
wherein the arcuate portion of the perforator extends over 
an angular sector greater than 140°, and preferably less 
than 180 °, and more particularly preferably lying in the 
range 150° to 170° . 

31. An introduction device according to claim 29, 
wherein the arcuate portion of the perforator guide then 
presents a radius of curvature lying in the range 30 mm to 
60 mm, and preferably, for the portion of the perforator 
guide extending from the handle to the end for insertion 
into the body of the patient, lying in the range 40 mm to 
50 mm. 



32. An introduction device according to claim 28, 
wherein the distal end of the perforator guide, i.e. its 
ends remote from the handle, presents a helical shape. 

33. An introduction device according to claim 32, 
wherein the perforator guide is in the form of a portion of 
a helical turn extending over an angle lying in the range 
180° to 360°, and preferably lying in the range 255° to 
270° . 

34. An introduction device according to claim 33, 
wherein the turn of the perforator guide presents a radius 
of curvature lying in the range 20 mm to 40 mm, with a pitch 
lying in the range 15 mm to 25 mm. 

35. An introduction device according to claim 28, 
further comprising a removable tubular sleeve of shape 
complementary to that of the perforator guide and designed 
to be engaged on the perforator guide and to remain within 
the body of the patient after the perforator guide has been 
removed so as to define a tunnel for passing the traction 
means of the introducer. 

36. A method of treating rectocele in a woman, the . 
method consisting in particular in: 

- using an implant according to claim 1; 

- placing the implant in the body of the patient to be 
treated by placing: 

- the upper suspension stabilizers through the 
gluteal region; 

- the lower suspension stabilizers through the 
pubo-rectal region; and 

- the support body in the uterosacral region. 

37. A method of treating rectocele in a woman, the 
mehtod consisting in particular in: 

- using an implant according to claim 1; 

- placing the implant in the body of the patient to be 
treated by placing: 

- the upper suspension stabilizers through the 
sacrosciatic region; 

- the lower suspension stabilizers through the 
pubo-rectal region; and 



- the support body in the uterosacral region. 

38. A method of treating rectocele in a woman, the 
method consisting in particular in: 

- using an implant according to claim 7; 

- placing the implant in the body of the patient to be 
treated by placing: 

- the upper suspension stabilizers through the 
sacrosciatic region; 

- the middle suspension stabilizers through the 
pubo-rectal region; 

- the lower suspension stabilizers through the 
perineal region; and 

- the support body in the rectovaginal septum. 

39. A method of treatment according to claim 38, 
wherein the upper portion of the implant is supported by the 
posterior stabilizers of an anterior prosthesis. 



